
Responses to Keith Martin Retiring from Campus Work at U. of Guelph 
From the Multi-Faith Resource Team and Student Experience 

(as of May 5, 2020) 
 
Thank you for this email and for sharing this news.  While of course my first instinct is to wish it 
weren't so, I do sense somehow in the spirit of this email that you may be feeling that there is a 
rightness to this timing, and I do respect that.  I'm only sorry that our time here at U of G hasn't 
overlapped for a longer period of time. 
I know you will be missed on the team and I know the team has appreciated your willingness to 
live so transparently and generously your journey, your wrestlings and your learnings.  That was 
a gift to campus and to the MFRT, and to me personally and in my role as coordinator.  You've 
created an important space for students and other campus members to gather in community for 
discussions that matter. 
And it would really be wonderful to be able to bid you farewell in person at some point.  I know 
all of us will want to gather with you a final time, so we will keep that on the horizon. 
So let's stay in touch, and I also appreciate your willingness to make yourself available in the 
future if need be. 
Every good wish for the next part of the journey, 

- Sonya Wu-Winter, Coordinator, Multi-Faith Programs 
 
You will be missed Keith. Wishing many many full years in your retirement. 

- Michael Grand, Jewish member MFRT 
 
I concur with Michael’s remarks.  Thank you Keith for your love, care and encouragement.  You 
are a gift.  

- Matt Naismith, Evangelical Christian member MFRT 
 
Although I reached out to Keith personally yesterday, I did want to convey on behalf of us all 
(and echo Michael and Matt) our appreciation to you, Keith, for your work on campus these past 
six years, for your care of students, for your willingness to draw from your own personal journey 
for wisdom to do your work, and for your collegiality amongst the team.  I know I have 
appreciated these things in our months of working together and others on the team will have 
experienced this over a more sustained time with you. 
As I mentioned to Keith yesterday, we will look forward to a time in the not-so-distant future 
when we can gather in person to express our gratitude and wish Keith well in his retirement.  In 
the meantime, Keith, stay well and be assured of our good wishes. 

- Sonya Wu-Winter 
 
All the best, Keith. I hope we will still be able to collaborate on a joint event with students from 
our communities, that is, provided any of us will be able to work on campus in the fall. Your 
timing is good. 

- Fr. Mark Morley, Catholic chaplain 
 
Your grace, vision, and enthusiasm will be greatly missed. Our best wishes for the new 
beginning. 

- Praveen and Sangeeta, Hindu members MFRT 
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Sonya passed along your note sharing your retirement decision to step back from campus at the 
end of the month.    
I want to thank you for your contribution to the team and campus over the years. We have only 
recently had the opportunity to get to know each other a bit better, and I have enjoyed our 
conversations, your contributions at team meetings, your newsletters, and most importantly... 
your reading recommendations! 
I wish you all the best as you step back and get acquainted with a new rhythm in your life! 

- Kathryn Hofer, Interim Director, Student Experience 
 
First I want to wish you a happy and fulfilling retirement — well-deserved, no doubt.  
I’m going to miss you. Our interactions were few, but I appreciated your thoughtful approach to 
life. Like you, I’m a fan of investigating belief models and my approach is that whenever we find 
something unexpected, it’s a great time to question our assumptions and tweak our “settings.” 
I’m not a fan of the “don’t touch the set” approach to life... 
I’m sure retirement will give you lots of time to read and reflect but also to act, unfettered by the 
constraints of the working man :) Send your GBNR updates my way, that way I will read them. 
If you have any parting advice on directions for MFRT to go in, or at least push for, I for one 
would love to hear them. 
Take care. 

- Anees Munshi, Muslim member MFRT 
 
Blessings to you as you enter this next phase of life.  It's been great having you as part of the 
team and in particular I shared your concerns about student hypersensitivity toward anything that 
challenged their views. . . . I was deeply touched by the love and compassion you expressed 
toward your wife through the years.  I would have liked to have met her.  What a beautiful 
witness to your marriage. 
Take care! 

- Ania Krysciak, Catholic Chaplain 
 
[Email to and from Student Experience]  
Keith Martin, Nonreligious Chaplain with the Multi-Faith Resource Team and convenor of the 
Spiritual/Good But Not Religious gatherings on campus, has announced that he will be retiring 
from campus work at the end of this term.  Keith has been a chaplain on campus for 6 years and 
has been an important and valued member of the MFRT and a trusted liaison to the Guelph 
Campus Atheists.  Traveling weekly from Wiarton, he has dedicated himself to creating space on 
campus for conversations on meaning, purpose and values, and has also drawn on his own 
personal journey for wisdom in his work with students.  He now feels it is time to shift his 
energies and is looking forward to his retirement, to ongoing educational and chaplaincy 
outreach online, and to spending more time with his family. 
It has been a pleasure to work with Keith and we will miss his presence and unique perspective 
among us.  The MFRT and I look forward to being able to gather with Keith in person in the not-
too-distant future to express our gratitude and wish him well.  In the meantime, I extend our 
thanks and good wishes as a department to Keith.  

- Sonya Wu-Winter, Coordinator, Multi-Faith Programs, Student Experience 
 

I am sad to hear of your retirement, as I will miss your commitment and energy as part of the 
MultiFaith Resource Team! You were the first person to welcome me to the team, including by 
giving me a copy of your book, when I first started three years ago. Your book was one of the 
first things I read during my "reading summer" that first year, as I got to know the university! I 
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am grateful for your good questions, thoughtful suggestions, and commitment to supporting 
students in asking big life questions--and pushing back about university policies that inhibit 
those questions!  
I wish you many blessings as you support your daughter, enjoy your granddaughter, connect with 
your online communities, continue your journey of grief in losing Jenny, and enjoy a more 
relaxed pace of retired life (I hope!) 
You will be missed.  

- Sarah DeMoor, Campus Minister, Guelph Campus Ministry 
 
Happy May and Congratulations! Retirement is wonderful next step for you and I'm so excited 
that you're taking it. Although it sounds a bit more like re-alignment or re-framing since you'll 
still be engaged in doing good works. 
It's been lovely to connect with you over the years and I hope you keep in touch! 
Take good care, and enjoy your new role as a retiree! 

- Shannon Thibodeau, Leadership Education & Development Advisor, Student Experience 


